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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Louth. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1958 
dealing  with  health  conditions  and  the  work  connected  with  the 
environmental  services  of  the  Borough  during  the  year  1958. 

One  has  to  go  back  almost  twenty  years  in  the  local  records 
to  find  a  year  similar  to  1958  when  the  deaths  outnumbered  the 
births,  even  that  the  relation  was  almost  equal  at  180  to  186. 
This  was  not  due  to  any  appreciable  decrease  in  the  local  birth 
rate,  which  though  fractionally  less  than  the  national  rate  for  the 
year,  was  little  out  of  step  with  the  local  figures  of  recent  years. 
Not  so  the  deaths,  which  showed  a  considerable  increase  in  our 
usual  numbers,  but  this  was  explained  by  the  fact  that  82%  of 
the  total  deaths  occurred  after  the  age  of  65  years  and  73%  of 
them  after  the  70th  year,  which  is  about  the  equivalent  of  stating 
that  it  so  happened  a  large  number  of  local  persons  came  within 
the  age  span  associated  with  deaths  from  senile  causes.  There  is 
no  grounds  for  believing  the  unusual  occurrence  to  be  other  than 
a  temporary  deviation  from  the  normal,  or  to  suggest  that  Louth 
has  become  a  town  of  elderly  individuals. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  Still  Birth  and  Infant 
Mortality  rates  kept  within  limits,  reflecting  the  success  of  welfare 
measures  designed  for  their  improvement,  and  that  there  was  no 
increase  of  the  morality  figures  under  the  ages  of  65  years  in  spite 
of  the  increased  total  deaths  for  the  year. 

Infectious  diseases  provided  no  worries  during  the  year. 
Measles,  which  had  expended  the  force  of  its  attack  the  previous 
year,  did  not  trouble,  nor  did  the  more  usual  inclusions  pay  more 
than  token  visits.  We  were  fortunate  in  being  able  to  record 
entire  freedom  from  poliomyelitis  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  there 
were  crops  of  cases  elsewhere  in  the  County. 

Prophylaxis  against  the  usual  infections  continued,  with 
vaccination  measures  against  poliomyelitis  occupying  perhaps  too 
much  of  the  arena  at  the  expense  of  both  diphtheria  and  whoop¬ 
ing  cough  prevention.  This  was,  however,  inevitable  while 
insistence  on  the  claims  of  poliomyelitis  vaccination  had  to  be 
met  ;  but  the  danger  of  a  slackening  of  efforts  in  other  directions 
is  only  too  real  if  parents  begin  to  think  that  infections  like 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  smallpox  have  been  driven 
permanently  underground  and  the  need  for  prevention  against 
them  no  longer  exists. 

We  do  not  require  the  evidence  of  the  death  tables  to  support 
information  about  the  large  number  of  old  people  living  amongst 
us,  and  as  this  number  is  likely  to  go  on  increasing,  it  should  be 
possible  for  the  Council  to  take  either  a  benevolent  or  active 
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interest  in  matters  affecting  the  well  being  and  happiness  of  these 
old  folk.  Elsewhere  in  this  report  more  detailed  mention  is  made 
on  the  subject,  but  it  does  seem  that  a  lead  from  an  official  body 
wouldstimulate  the  general  interest  and  help  in  the  co-ordination 
of  the  various  services  and  organisations  already  operating.  It 
appears  strange  that  the  only  legal  power  wielded  by  a  County 
District  Authority  is  confined  to  the  callous  procedure  of  effecting 
in  extreme  circumstances  the  forcible  removal  of  old  people  to 
institutions.  On  such  occasions,  or  even  when  the  person  is 
removed  voluntary,  one  wonders  how  far  the  necessity  would 
have  arisen  for  such  action  if  suitable  measures  could  have  been 
adopted  at  the  opportune  time. 

The  Council’s  public  services  and  other  matters  affecting 
environmental  health  operated  without  any  unusual  hitches 
during  the  year.  The  liabilities  facing  the  Council  on  questions 
of  sewerage  needs  and  water  supply  provisions  have  to  await  the 
future  implementation  of  the  schemes  agreed  for  the  radical 
overhaul  of  the  systems. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  things  at  last  began  to  take 
shape  about  the  early  promise  of  house  building  to  meet  slum 
clearance  needs.  It  is  hoped  the  long  arrears  to  be  made  up  will 
spur  the  continuation  of  effort  to  provide  suitable  dwellings  which 
will  speedily  lead  to  the  demolition  of  the  terrible  eyesores,  oc¬ 
cupied  and  unoccupied,  existing  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

The  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  has  kindly  supplied  this 
year  for  inclusion,  at  my  request,  a  detailed  report  on  the  field 
work  and  the  services  with  which  he  is  more  directly  concerned. 
I  am  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  sincere 
thanks  to  Mr.  Brocklebank  for  the  invaluable  help  he  gave  me 
throughout  the  year  and  these  remarks  I  also  associate  with  the 
Town  Clerk,  Surveyor  and  other  officers  of  the  Council.  I  avail 
of  the  occasion  also  to  record  my  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  and 
the  various  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
valued  co-operation  and  encouragement  given  during  the  year. 

W.  J.  KERRIGAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Louth  Lines.  30th  September,  1959 
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BOROUGH  OF  LOUTH. 


Public  Health  Officers  ? 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

W.  J,  KERRIGAN,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  L.M.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 

Meat,  Milk  and  Dairies  Inspector  : 

J.  A.  H.  BROCKLEBANK,  M.R  S.H  ,  M.A.P.H  I. 

Deputy  Public  Heath  Inspector  : 

JOHN  T.  DALLIMORE,  M  R.S.H.  Resigned  January,  1958). 
E.  A.  LAND,  M.R.S.H,  (Appointed  April  1958). 

Surveyor : 

J.  C.  BARBER,  A.M  ,  Inst.  M.  &  CyE. 

Housing  Manager  : 

L.  COPLAND  (Appointed  November,  1958). 

SECTION  A. 

Social  Conditions  and  General  Statistics. 


Area  of  Borough,  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  2,812 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  Home 

Population  ...  ...  ...  11,500 

Density  per  acre  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.08 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1958  ...  3,825 

Rateable  Value  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  £76,436 


Estimated  Product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  (estimated)  £520 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


(Note — Figures  in  brackets  show  corresponding  rates  for 

England  and  Wales). 

Births 


(a)  Live 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

169 

86 

83 

Illegitimate 

11 

4 

7 

180 

90 

90 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  J  ,000  of  estimated  population 

15.65 

Standarised  birth  rate  for  comparative  purposes 

(comparability  factor  1 .03) 

16.1 

(16.4) 
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(b)  Still  Births 

Legitimate  2  1 

Illegitimate  —  — 

2  1 


Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  0.17 
Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  (Live  and  Still)  Births  1 1.0 

Total  Births: —  182 

Deaths  Total  Male 

186  75 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  estimated  population 
Standarised  death  rate  (comparability  factor  0.82)  13.26 


Infant  Deaths 

(a)  Under  12  Months  Male 

Legitimate  3 

Illegitimate  — 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

Total  Live  Births  ...  ...  27.8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

Legitimate  Births  ...  29.6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate  Births  ...  Nil 

(b)  Under  4  Weeks  Male 

2 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  22.2 

Relation  of  Illegitimate  Live  Births  to  Total  Live  Births 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  nil 


Infant  Deaths — Causes  and  Ages  at  Death. 

Age 

Prematurity  2  hours 

,,  10  hours 

„  1  day 

Atelectasis  2  days 

Congential  abnormality — 

(post  operation)  8  months 


1 


1 


(21.6) 


Female 

111 

16.17 

(11.7) 


Female 

2 


(22.6) 


Female 

2 

(16.2) 

6.1»/<> 


Causes  of  Death.  Male  Female 

1.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  1  — 

2.  Tuberculosis  —  other  —  1 

3.  Malignant  neoplasm — Stomach  1  1 

4.  Malignant  neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus  2  1 

5.  Malignant  neoplasm — Breast  —  *  2 

6.  Malignant  neoplasm — uterus  —  3 

7.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  4  8 

8.  Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system  10  17 

9.  Coronary  disease,  angina  10  13 

10.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  2  2 

11.  Other  heart  disease  10  17 

12.  Other  circulatory  disease  8  11 

13.  Pneumonia  3  2 

14.  Bronchitis  4  8 

15.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  2  1 

16.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum  1  — 

17.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  —  2 

18.  Congenital  malformations  i  — 

19.  Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  13  15 

20.  Accidents  other  than  motor  vehicular  1  7 

21.  Suicide  1  — 

22.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  1  — 

75  111 


The  total  number  of  deaths  of  residents  for  the  year  was  un¬ 
usually  high,  being  69  more  than  for  1957  and  47  more  than  the 
average  annual  number  for  the  past  five  years.  The  following 
tables,  however,  show  that  the  increase  affected  almost  entirely 
the  age  groups  from  65  years  and  upward — the  majority,  in  fact, 
occurred  after  the  age  of  70  years — while  the  total  deaths  under 
the  age  of  65  years  for  the  year  were  actually  less  than  the  cor¬ 
responding  average  total  for  the  antecedent  five  year  period.  It 
may  be  mentioned  that  the  term  resident  includes  patients  living 
in  the  local  County  Council  institutions,  viz  Luda  Lodge, 
Stewton  House,  and  The  Sycamores,  as  well  as  the  occupants  of 
Alms  Houses.  During  the  year,  19  deaths  were  registered  from 
these  institutions,  at  ages  ranging  from  72  to  94  years. 

In  view  of  the  number  of  deaths  at  advanced  ages,  it  is  not 
surprising  to  find  that  the  diseases  mainly  responsible  for  the  toll 
came  under  the  heart  and  circulation  heading,  which  includes 
brain  haemorrhage,  coronary  disease,  and  the  inevitable  changes 
in  the  myocardium  associated  with  the  final  breakdown  of  the 
human  maohine  in  old  age.  It  was  found  that  85%  of  the  deaths 
under  this  general  heading  occurred  at  ages  after  70  years. 
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Similar  figures  were  also  noted  in  the  case  of  deaths  from  coronary 
disease,  a  clinical  entity  which  continues  to  show  such  a  formid¬ 
able  increase  in  this  and  other  countries  with  higher  standards  of 
living.  Much  research  has  recently  centred  round  the  cause  of 
and  the  means  of  preventing,  this  malady  which  has  aptly  been 
described  as  the  modern  hazard  to  the  life  and  activities  of  the 
middle  aged  man,  though  it  should  have  special  reference  to  the 
type  who  has  time  to  enjoy  rich  food  but  not  the  time  or  inclin¬ 
ation  to  indulge  in  exercise  necessary  to  assist  the  metabolism  of 
his  gourmet  or  gourmand  intake  The  suspected  nigger  in  the 
diet  woodpile  is  fat,  but  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence  yet  avail¬ 
able  to  establish  whether  it  is  the  actual  criminal  or  merely  an 
accessory. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  deaths  for  the  year  due  to  cancer 
showed  no  increase  but  were,  in  fact,  slightly  less  than  the  average 
number  for  the  past  decade,  as  were  also  the  number  of  fatalities 
due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  Unfortunately,  this  news  cannot  be 
taken  as  the  basis  for  future  optimism,  especially  where  lung 
involvement  is  concerned,  because  of  the  continued  alarming 
increase  of  fatalities  from  this  cause  which  affects  the  country  as 
a  whole.  Though  the  association  of  lung  cancer  with  habitual 
cigarette  smoking  has  been  confidently  established  the  lesson 
does  not  yet  appear  to  have  been  driven  home  Whatever  the 
reaction  of  the  hardened  habitual  smokers  to  the  danger — and 
reform  is  always  timely — one  would  have  thought  at  least  that 
parents  would  endeavour  by  every  possible  means  to  dissuade 
their  children  from  acquiring  the  pernicious  habit.  Instead,  it  is 
the  experience  of  the  principals  of  local  secondary  schools  that 
cigarette  smoking  is  no  longer  practised  by  pupils  in  isolated 
stealth,  but  is  indulged  in  openly  with  parental  consent.  The 
strange  part  is  that  the  same  parents  would  likely,  and  very 
wisely,  welcome  any  form  of  vaccination,  if  such  were  possible,  to 
limit  the  risks  of  their  children  getting  the  dreadful  disease  of 
lung  cancer.  The  passing  thought  here  suggests  that  the  planned 
talks  to  schools  about  the  dangers  of  smoking  will  be  robbed  of 
half  their  value  if  parents  remain  in  ignorance  of  the  facts  or, 
knowing  them,  will  not  co-operate  in  a  matter  which  so  vitaliy 
affects  their  children’s  health. 


Table  1.  Ages  at  Death  for  1958. 


Ages  in 
Years 

0/1 

1/5 

5/15 

15/25 

25/35 

35/45 

45/55 

55/65 

65/75 

75/85 

85  + 

Total 

Deaths 

4 

2 

— 

2 

2 

6 

18 

52 

72 

28 

=  186 
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fable  2.  Table  showing  ages  at  death  during  the  past  5  years  and  the 
averages  for  that  period  compared  with  those  for  1958. 


Year 

0/1 

1/5 

5/15 

15/25 

25/35 

35/45 

45/55 

55/65 

65/75 

75/85 

85  + 

1957 

5 

i 

__ 

1 

— _ 

5 

8 

10 

26 

40 

21 

1956 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

4 

18 

33 

57 

31 

1955 

4 

1 

1 

— 

1 

7 

13 

10 

30 

55 

22 

1954 

5 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

8 

15 

27 

43 

17 

1953 

4 

3 

1 

— 

3 

5 

9 

14 

27 

56 

31 

Average 

numbers 

4.6 

1.4 

0  8 

0.6 

1.0 

5.6 

8.4 

13.4 

28.6 

50.2 

24.4 

1958 

figures 

4 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

6 

18 

52 

72 

28 

Table  3.  Deaths  from  Malignant  Neoplasms  during  1958. 


Ages  in 
Years 

Under  40 

40/45 

45  /SO 

50  /55 

55/60  60/65 

65/70 

70/75 

75  + 

Total 

Cases 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3  1 

7 

3 

6 

—  22 

Anatomical  Sites  of  Malignant  Neoplasms. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Stomach 

1 

1 

2 

Lung,  bronchus 

2 

1 

3 

Breast 

— 

2 

2 

Uterus 

— 

3 

3 

Other  sites 

4 

8 

12 

7 

15 

22 

— 

— 

— 

SECTION  B 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Our  usual  indebtedness  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  Lincoln,  is  expressed  with  pleasure  for  the  help  given 
during  the  3Tear  in  coping  with  the  variety  of  samples  and 
specimens,  totalling  224,  sent  them  in  connexion  with  the  pre¬ 
vention  and  control  of  infectious  disease.  These  related  to  the 
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routine  examination  of  water,  milk  and  ice  cream  samples,  and 
such  other  special  examinations  as  were  in  my  opinion  required 
from  time  to  time. 

One  is  now  inclined  to  take  a  service  of  this  nature  for  grant¬ 
ed  and  forget  its  relatively  short  existence.  Shortly  after  my 
taking  office,  the  venture  was  mooted  and  the  support  of  Local 
Authorities  was  sought.  One  is  pleased  to  remember  that  this 
Council  was  among  the  first  to  agree  to  avail  of  the  service  even 
though  it  meant  at  the  time  making  a  small  annual  block  pay¬ 
ment  for  examinations  which,  up  to  then,  had  not  formed  part  of 
the  routine  work  of  the  department.  In  a  short  time  the  service, 
which  had  proven  its  worth  and  popularity,  became  free,  and 
during  the  years  it  has  continued  to  render  invaluable  help  to 
our  progress  in  matters  of  public  health. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

The  following  Clinic  services  are  provided  by  the  Lindsey 
County  Council  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  towards  meeting 
local  needs  in  the  preventive  and  treatment  branches  of  medicine 

A — Clinics  at  the  County  Council's  premises,  32,  Queen 
Street,  Louth. 

School  Children  : 

Each  Wednesday  ...  2  to  4  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  : 

(1)  Child  Welfare  :  Each  Tuesday,  2  to  4  p.m. 

(2)  Toddlers  :  Bi-monthly.  Tuesday  (2nd  &  4th) 

10  a  m. — 12  noon 

(3)  Diphtheria  Immunisation  :  Tuesdays  (2nd  &  4th)  2  p.m. 

Ante-Natal  Mothercraft  :  Each  Thursday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 
Dental  :  By  appointment. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  (school  children)  and  Ultra  Violet 

Light  Sessions  by  appointment. 

B— At  the  local  hospitals.  Louth  &  District 

County  Hospital,  Louth  Hospital 

Out  Patient  Clinics  Out  Patient  Clinics 

Ophthalmology — Monday  10  a.m.  — 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat — Monday  2  p.m.  — 

Ante-Natal — Monday  2-30  pm  — 

Dental — Monday  3  p.m  — 

Genito-Urinary — Monday  1 1-30  a.m.  — 

Psychiatry — Tuesday  10  a.m.  - — 
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Surgical — Tuesday  2-30  p  m.  and  Monday  2-30  p.m.  and 

Friday  2-30  p.m.  Thursday  10-30  a.m. 

Chest — Wednesday  9  a  m.  — 

Paediatric — Wednesday  2  pm.  — 

Orthopaedic — Wednesday — 9-30  a.m.  and 

Friday,  9-30  a.m.  — 

Radiotherapy — Alt  Thursdays  11  a  m. 

Gynaecology — Thursday  2  p.m.  — 

Venereology — Thursday  2  pm,  — 

Medical — Thursday  10  a.m.  and 

Friday  10  a  m.  — 

Dermatology — Friday  2  p.m.  — 

School  Eye  Clinic — 1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 

10  a.m.  — 

In  addition  to  the  Clinic  services  shown  above,  the  County 
Council  sponsored  all  the  provisions  for  the  personal  health  ser¬ 
vices,  which  included  the  duties  performed  by  health  visitors, 
district  nurses  and  midwives,  welfare  officers,  home  helps,  school 
medical,  dental  and  maternity  and  child  wefare  officers. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases* 


Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  during  1958, 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Case  rates  per  1,000  of 
estimated  population 

Measles 

15 

1.3 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

0.6 

Pneumonia 

I 

009 

Dysentry 

1 

0.09 

Malaria 

1 

0.09 

Poliomyelitis,  Paralytic 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  Non-Paralytic 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

*27.47 

Total 

30 

*per  1,000  Total  (Live 
and  Still  Births) 

From  the  above  table  it  can  be  seen  that  the  incidence  of  in¬ 
fectious  disease  for  the  year  was  gratifying  low.  After  the 
measles  explosion  of  the  previous  year,  few  cases  of  that  nature 
were  to  be  expected,  and  whooping  cough  appeared  only  in  the 
nominal  numbers  with  which  it  has  been  associated  for  the  past 
four  years  This  may  be  taken  as  evidence  of  the  efficacy  of 
vaccination  efforts,  the  force  of  which  dates  from  the  period  of 
decline  of  the  whooping  cough  notifications. 
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In  a  year,  marked  by  outbreaks  of  poliomyelitis  in  other  parts 
of  the  country,  we  were  lucky  to  escape  unscathed  and  to  be  in 
a  position  to  render  a  nil  return  for  the  year  from  this  disease 
The  puerperal  pyrexia  cases  were  those  notified  from  the  local 
hospitals,  and  referred  to  cases  living  outside  the  Borough. 

Though  the  list  does  not  contain  any  reference  to  cases  of 
food  poisoning,  a  dramatic  outbreak  did  occur  in  a  local  school 
canteen,  the  cause  of  which  was  surmised  rather  than  firmly  prov¬ 
en  because  of  a  weak  link  in  the  complete  chain  of  evidence. 
The  week-end  intervening  during  the  outbreak,  coupled  with  the 
fact  that  nearly  half  of  the  children  involved  lived  outside  the 
Borough,  hindered  the  investigation  at  the  material  time,  but  the 
full  scale  investigation  suggested  beyond  doubt  that  the  trouble 
was  due  to  the  presence  of  bacterial  toxin  in  a  meat  meal. 

This  is  a  too  common  form  of  food  poisoning  due  to  contam¬ 
ination  of  meat  by  organisms  not  infrequently  found  in  the  human 
nose,  throat  and  hands.  Certain  articles  of  food  like  meat,  eggs 
and  cream  provide  suitable  media  for  the  speedy  multiplication 
of  the  implanted  organisms  particulary  when,  as  in  this  case,  the 
food  is  then  allowed  to  stand  in  a  hot  steamy  atmosphere  before 
being  cooked.  Under  these  ideal  conditions,  the  time  factor  per¬ 
mits  germs  to  proliferate  and  produce  a  toxin  or  poison  which 
being  heat  resistant,  unlike  the  actual  germs,  causes  the  distress¬ 
ing  symptoms  of  gastro  enteritis,  the  individual  severity  of  which 
depends  on  the  amount  of  toxin  consumed.  In  the  case  under 
consideration,  the  source  of  the  contamination  was  traced  and 
action  taken  to  limit  the  risk  of  any  recurrence.  It  is  of  interest 
to  mention,  from  extensive  inquiries  among  general  practitioners 
at  the  time,  that  only  about  10%  of  the  victims  sought  medical 
treatment  during  their  indisposition.  This  supports  the  general 
experience  that  sporadic  cases  of  food  poisoning  seldom  seek 
medical  aid,  and  consequently,  the  appropriate  investigation 
cannot  be  carried  out. 

Prophylasis  Measures  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough,  Smallpox  and  Tetanus. 


(a)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


Under  5  Years 

5-14  years 

Booster 

Doses 

6 

8 

94 

(b)  Form  of  Prophylaxis, 


Under 

5  to 

10  to 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

9 

14 

Total 

Diphtheria  and 

Whooping  Cough 

20 

5 

0 

u 

2 

1 

1 

— 

31 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus  ar  d 
Whooping  Cough 

18 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  and 
Tetanus 

— 

— 

38 

10 

2 

2 

1 

1 

54 

(c)  Smallpox. 


Ages  in  years 

0/1 

1/4 

5/14 

15  + 

Total 

Vaccinations 

35 

!  8 

1  5 

7 

55 

Re-vaccinations 

— 

— 

2  | 

7 

!  9 

(d)  Tetanus. 


Ages  in  years 

0/1 

i/4 

5/14 

15  + 

Total 

Vaccination 

1 

2 

1  1 

— 

1  4 

Booster 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

From  the  above  returns,  kindly  supplied  by  Dr.  C.  D.  Cormac, 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  it  is  learnt  that  59  children 
under  the  age  of  5  years,  and  9  over  that  age,  received  their 
primary  course  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  and  94  were 
given  re-inforcing  protection  against  the  disease.  In  the  case  of 
whooping  cough,  only  54  treatments  were  completed.  Smallpox 
vaccinations  remained  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year  at  55 
primary  and  9  re-vaccinations,  and  27  children  were  vaccinated 
against  tetanus. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  the  spotlight  was  directed  mainly 
to  the  question  of  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  which  resulted 
in  a  temporary  eclipse  of  other  forms  of  prophylaxis,  especially 
where  the  respective  demands  overlapped  or  conflicted  in  any 
way  This  position  seems  inevitable  until  the  outstanding  and 
current  demands  for  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  are  satis¬ 
fied,  when,  it  is  hoped,  everything  will  fall  into  place  again  to 
avoid  the  risk  of  re -appearance  of  infections  that  have  either  been 
practically  wiped  out  or  are  in  process  of  being  overcome. 

In  spite  of  a  slowing  down  during  a  period  of  the  year  in 
poliomyelitis  vaccination,  owing  to  shortage  of  supplies  and  an 
initial  hesitation  on  the  part  of  some  parents  to  consent  to  the 
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use  of  imported  Salk  vaccine,  satisfactory  numbers  were  treated. 
One  is  not  in  a  position  to  quote  the  number  of  eligible  persons 
resident  in  the  Borough  who  were  treated,  but  some  6,500  doses 
of  vaccine  were  given  out  from  the  Louth  Clinic  for  use  in  the 
district,  and  this  number  included  1,500  doses  given  at  the  local 
schools  to  the  eligible  groups.  Tn  the  early  autumn  of  the  year, 
the  County  Council  arranged,  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of 
the  Minister  of  Health,  to  extend  the  scheme  of  vaccination 
against  poliomyelitis  to  include  persons  aged  25  years  and  under 
and,  as  well,  provide  for  a  third  injection  to  be  given  after  a 
minimum  interval  of  seven  months  following  the  completion  of 
the  primary  course.  Few  of  these  additional  groups  were  treated 
during  the  year. 

Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 

The  scheme  of  vaccination,  which  was  introduced  the  previous 
year  for  children  between  the  ages  of  13  and  14  years,  was 
continued  where  parental  consent  was  forthcoming  and  its  need 
manifested  by  skin  testing.  The  local  Grammar  Schools  and 
Secondary  Modern  Schools  were  visited  for  this  purpose,  and  the 
response  was  satisfactory. 


Tuberculosis:  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1958 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  period 
(years) 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

I 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

654 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

5 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

The  number  of  notifications  was  similar  to  1957  but  all 
except  one  case  affected  young  persons  under  the  age  of  25  years, 
which  is  a  deviation  from  the  present  day  pattern  of  the  disease. 
Only  one  death  occurred  and  this  concerned  an  elderly  person. 
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It  is  generally  held  that  tuberculosis  is  among  the  disappearing 
diseases  and  it  is  no  longer  responsible  for  the  prolonged  invalid¬ 
ism  formerly  associated  with  it.  The  combination  of  such 
circumstances  as  better  means  of  ascertainment  by  mass  radio¬ 
graphy,  improved  housing  conditions,  vaccination  measures,  and 
most  of  all  by  the  efficacy  of  recently  discovered  drugs  employed 
in  treatment,  has  robbed  this  disease  of  its  terrors.  It  is  gradually 
becoming  a  disease  which  will  claim  its  victims  in  old  age. 

Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children 

Out  of  about  2,660  children  attending  the  local  schools,  other 
than  private  establishments,  1,630  were  examined  inclusive  of 
supervision  and  special  cases.  The  number  examined  in  the 
prescribed  groups  was  1,052,  of  whom  only  23  were  classified  as 
being  of  unsatisfactory  nutritional  standard.  The  defects  re¬ 
quiring  treatment  or  supervision  numbered  214,  the  majority  of 
which  were  concerned  with  vision,  ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions, 
and  chest  ailments.  Only  a  little  over  a  quarter  of  the  total 
required  to  be  put  forward  for  treatment. 

In  addition  to  the  local  Grammar,  Secondary  Modern  and 
Primary  schools,  the  County  Council  also  maintains  a  Day 
Nursery  School  and  an  Occupation  Centre,  the  latter  of  which 
caters  for  the  needs  of  children  regarded  as  uneducable  owing  to 
mental  defects.  The  health  of  the  children  attending  both  of  these 
institutions  is  also  supervised  by  regular  medical  examination. 

Care  of  Old  People 

Although  the  Council  is  not  a  Local  Health  Authority 
charged  with  the  duties  of  maintaining  particular  services  for  the 
welfare  of  the  aged,  it  would  seem,  on  account  of  the  increasing 
number  of  this  rather  neglected  group  in  our  midst,  that  the  time 
has  come  to  take  a  greater  interest  in  their  social  well  being  than 
that  previously  found  necessary.  One  might  hopefully  assume 
that  provisions  already  existing  from  official  and  voluntary 
sources  should  be  sufficient,  but  in  practise  they  are  not  ;  so  that 
any  effort  the  Council  could  contribute  to  augment  and  secure 
better  co-ordination  of  the  present  measures  would  be  most  de¬ 
sirable.  The  first  consideration,  I  suggest,  might  be  concerned 
with  whipping  up  community  interest  in  matters  affecting  the 
well  being  of  the  elderly  with  the  object  of  recruiting  volunteers 
in  particular  districts  who  would  be  prepared  to  pay  friendly  and 
regular  visits  to  elderly  folk  living  alone.  One  finds  in  such  cases 
that  medical  attention  is  usually  adequate,  but  troubles  like 
loneliness  and  inability  to  cope  with  the  day  to  day  difficulties, 
which  lead  to  the  rapid  decline  of  the  personal  living  standards 
and  the  development  of  eccentric  habits,  seldom  come  to  light 
until  too  late.  This  is  where  the  friendly  chat  and  help  given  in 
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such  matters  as  shopping,  letter  writing  and  the  like  would  go  far 
to  restore  the  self  confidence  of  the  isolated  individual ;  and  at 
the  same  time,  the  opportunity  would  be  presented  for  calling 
official  attention  to  the  need  for  one  or  other  of  the  services  avail¬ 
able  for  such  cases,  if  the  old  person  agreed. 

Foremost  of  all  the  considerations  affecting  the  health  and 
general  welfare  of  the  aged,  and  one  which  is  the  direct  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  Council,  is  the  provision  of  suitable  houses  for  their 
needs.  As  is  too  well  known,  many  elderly  folk  continue  to  live 
by  force  of  circumstances  in  disgracefully  squalid  surroundings, 
and  one  year  succeeds  another  with  the  prospect  of  their  transfer 
to  happier  conditions  remaining  a  hope  rather  than  a  certainty. 
Meantime,  there  are  the  overcrowded  institutions  for  those  who 
either  fall  victims  to  the  heavy  accident  risks  in  such  homes  or 
whose  struggles  to  cope  with  the  daily  difficulties  prove  unequal. 
The  moral  should  be  obvious. 

It  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  the  extent  to  which  housing 
of  the  elderly  in  blocks  of  houses  or  flatlets  eases  the  problem  of 
supervision  ;  and  if  a  warden  service  is  included,  it  provides  as 
near  the  complete  answer  as  is  possible.  Until  the  day  arrives 
when  old  people  will  thus  be  happily  housed  and  looked  after, 
there  is  ample  need  for  a  more  generous  spirit  of  friendly  interest 
by  the  public  on  their  behalf. 

Environmental  Health  Services 

The  details  of  matters  concerned  with  environmental  Health 
appear  this  year  as  a  separate  inclusion  which  the  senior  Public 
Health  Inspector  has  kindly  supplied  at  my  request.  In  con¬ 
sequence,  my  remarks  will  be  confined  to  the  following  specific 
matters. 

Public  Water  supply 

Though  the  samplesdaken  at  weekly  intervals,  or  more  often 
as  indicated,  were  uniformly  satisfactory  by  bacteriological 
examination,  the  faults  of  the  existing  supply  system  are  already 
well  known,  as  is  the  need  for  attention  when  the  appropriate 
remedies  can  be  undertaken.  The  present  contamination  risks  of 
the  supply  from  the  collecting  wells  at  Hubbards  Hills  and  the 
service  reservoir  have  been  successfully  controlled  by  chlorination, 
but  the  permanent  solution  awaits  radical  attention  to  the  storage 
reservoir  and  the  elimination  of  the  collecting  wells,  both  of  which 
matters  are  under  consideration. 

Housing 

One  would  like  to  be  in  a  position  to  report  more  happily 
on  the  subject  of  slum  clearance,  but  the  following  facts' give  no 
grounds  for  jubilation.  From  October  1955,  twelve  Clearance 
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Areas  comprising  a  total  of  95  houses  were  represented.  Of 
these,  46  houses  were  represented  in  1955,  30  houses  in  1957  and 
19  in  1958.  As  the  result  of  this,  the  number  of  houses  in 
Clearance  Areas  demolished  up  the  end  of  1958  was  nine,  and  in 
the  same  period,  the  occupants  of  19  houses  in  the  areas  were 
re-housed  according  as  suitable  vacancies  arose  in  existing  Council 
houses.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  sites  were  selected 
and  plans  agreed  for  the  erection  of  40  houses  for  slum  clearance 
purposes,  which  will  likely  be  the  prelude  to  a  more  intensive 
drive  to  make  up  the  programme  leeway. 

In  addition  to  the  19  houses  represented  for  clearance  during 
1958,  one  individual  house,  in  which  there  was  gross  overcrowding, 
was  the  subject  of  a  Closing  Order.  The  Council  agreed  to 
re-house  the  families  concerned  when  suitable  Council  house 
accommodation  became  available. 

Food  Hygiene 

Samples  of  milk,  ice  cream  and  other  food  products  were 
taken  at  regular  intervals  during  the  year  as  a  check  on  the 
hygenic  and  safety  standards.  In  the  case  of  milk,  the  reports 
of  the  examinations  were  sent  to  the  appropriate  quarters  and 
the  results  of  the  sample  examination  of  ice  cream  were  in  each 
case  sent  to  the  producer  and  the  retailer  concerned.  Other 
miscellaneous  products  like  watercress,  cream,  pig  glands,  were 
kept  under  supervision  by  laboratory  tests  on  account  of  the 
potential  risks  of  food  poisoning  associated  with  these  and  other 
eatables. 

The  sample  results  for  the  year  were  highly  satisfactory. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 
of  Louth. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  suggested  that  I  should 
present  the  report  for  the  year  1958  on  those  services  with  which 
I  am  more  directly  concerned.  I  am  very  grateful  for  having 
been  given  the  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

The  main  factors  affecting  the  environmental  services  during 
1958  were  shortage  of  staff  and  an  increase  in  some  of  the  duties 
for  which  the  Public  Health  Inspector  is  responsible.  The  Ad¬ 
ditional  Public  Health  Inspector  who  was  appointed  on  1st  Jan¬ 
uary,  1957,  resigned  thirteen  months  later  and  a  period  of  six 
months  elapsed  before  a  new  inspector  commenced  duty. 

During  this  period,  meat  inspection  in  slaughterhouses  made 
increasing  demands  on  the  inspector’s  time,  due  to  the  growth  of 
the  wholesale  meat  trade  in  the  district.  In  this  connection,  the 
assistance  given  by  the  inspectors  of  Louth  Rural  District  Conn- 
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oil,  who  carried  out  meat  inspection  duties  at  week-ends  during 
the  summer,  is  most  gratefully  acknowledged. 

In  addition,  samples  of  water,  milk  and  ice  cream  were  taken 
regularly  and  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for  bacteriological  ex¬ 
amination,  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Medical 
Officer,  as  routine  or  special  measures. 

Slum  Clearance  procedure,  which  had  been  retarded  during 
the  previous  year  because  of  financial  restriction,  was  recom¬ 
menced  later  in  1958,  when  a  group  of  nineteen  Ihouses  was 
prepared  for  representation  as  a  Clearance  Area  by  the  Medical 

Officer. 

The  usual  influx  of  complaints  of  nuisances  from  a  variety  of 
sources,  of  rodent  and  insect  infestations  and  of  defects  in  houses 
were  received  and  dealt  with. 

In  such  a  situation  the  day  to  day  duties  clamour  for  and 
received  immediate  attention,  leaving  little  time  for  consideration 
of  longer  term  projects. 

The  best  results  can  be  expected  from  a  system  of  public 
health  inspection  when  it  is  carried  out  in  accordance  with  a 
planned  programme.  Such  a  programme  can  be  adhered  to  only 
when  there  is  an  adequate  number  of  inspectors  available  to 
carry  it  out  without  serious  interruption. 

Before  proceeding  to  a  more  detailed  examination  of  the 
year’s  activities,  I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  other  Officers  and  Staff  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  for  their  valued  assistance  and  advice  which  they  have  so 
readily  given. 

J.  BBOCKLEBANK, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Water  Supply 

Public  Supply 

57  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  taps  at  widely  scattered 
points  in  the  area  of  supply  during  the  year.  In  addition  18 
samples  were  taken  from  boreholes,  collecting  tanks  and  the 
service  reservoir. 

The  results  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  the  57 
samples  were  generally  satisfactory.  In  two  instances,  where 
samples  had  been  taken  near  the  dead  ends  of  mains  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  bacteriological  standard  of  the  water  was  obtained 
after  thorough  flushing  of  the  mains  had  been  carried  out. 

The  results  of  the  examination  of  the  18  samples  taken  from 
boreholes,  collecting  tanks  and  service  reservoir  serve  as  a  check  on 
the  condition  of  the  water  before  it  enters  the  distributing  mains. 
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Early  in  the  year  the  new  borehole  near  Hubbards  Hills 
Pumping  Station  was  completed  and  the  overflow  from  it  was 
used  to  replace  the  supply  from  the  first  Hubbards  Hills  bore 
which  was  sealed  up. 

Samples  taken  from  the  new  bore  were  reported  upon 
satisfactorily.  Chlorination  of  this  water  before  delivery  to  the 
service  reservoir  was  continued  as  it  is  necessary  to  discharge  the 
water  into  the  old  collecting  wells  which  are  subject  to  inter¬ 
mittent  pollution  from  infiltration  of  subsoil  water. 

This  chlorination  also  serves  as  a  safeguard  against  aerial 
pollution  to  which  the  water  may  be  subjected  in  the  open 
service  reservoir. 

Private  Supplies 

Fifteen  houses  still  depend  upon  individual  bores  and  pumps 
for  their  water  supply.  Chlorination  of  one  unsatisfactory  supply 
which  serves  four  cottages  was  continued  pending  the  completion 
of  certain  work  which  may  prevent  further  pollution.  The  supplies 
to  the  remaining  eleven  houses  were  satisfactory. 

Samples  were  also  taken  with  satisfactory  results  from  a  bore 
which  supplies  water  to  a  firm  of  mineral  water  manufacturers. 

Piped  Water  Supplies  in  Houses 

An  internal  piped  water  supply  to  a  house  is  recognised  to¬ 
day  as  an  essential  facility.  While  much  progress  has  been  made 
in  recent  years  in  the  installation  of  internal  water  supplies,  the 
number  of  houses  still  without  such  a  supply  is  not  accurately 
known.  It  may  be  possible  in  the  future  to  obtain  accurate 
information  so  that  this  very  necessary  facility  can  be  installed 
in  every  case  where  the  condition  of  the  house  justifies  it. 

Swimmng  Bath 

Frequent  visits  were  made  to  the  Corporation’s  Swimming 
Bath  during  the  season  to  check  the  adequacy  of  the  chlorination 
and  also  to  take  samples  for  bacteriological  examination. 

On  every  visit  chorlination  was  found  to  be  adequate  and  all 
of  the  fourteen  samples  of  water  submitted  for  examination  were 
reported  upon  satisfactorily. 

Sanitary  Accommodation,  Sewerage  and  Refuse 

Disposal 

Closets 

The  number  of  houses  with  pail  closets  in  the  area  remains 
at  30  and  the  number  with  privy  vaults  at  13.  Any  reduction  in 
these  numbers  seems  unlikely  in  the  near  future  as  it  is  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  extend  the  sewerage  system  to  enable  water  closet  con¬ 
nections  to  be  made. 
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Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks 

Three  septic  tanks  have  been  emptied  and  and  cleansed  during 
the  year  There  is  a  growing  tendency  to  build  single  houses  and 
other  buildings  on  the  fringe  of  existing  development  but  out  of 
reach  of  a  sewer,  so  making  a  septic  tank  necessary.  So  far  there 
has  been  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  septic  tank  effluents  satis¬ 
factorily,  but  if  this  trend  continues  there  is  a  risk  of  nuisance 
and  the  pollution  of  water  courses. 

Sewerage  and  Sewerage  Disposal 

Mr.  Barber,  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer, 
reports  briefly  as  follows  on  matters  affecting  the  problems  of 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal. 

“  Further  progress  has  been  made  in  respect  of  the  sewage 
flows  and  infiltration  water  into  the  sewers,  and  a  scheme 
has  now  been  prepared  for  the  laying  of  new  surface  water 
sewers  in  the  Springside  and  Spa  Lane  areas.  This  scheme, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  £5,000,  will  reduce  the  infiltration 
water  by  approximately  180,000  gallons  per  day. 

Preliminary  designs  are  in  course  of  preparation  for  new 
storm  water  overflows  and  additional  purification  units  at 
the  disposal  works.” 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

With  the  exception  of  a  short  period  during  February  1958 
when  snow  further  impeded  the  collection  of  refuse  which  had 
already  been  slowed  down  by  sickness  among  the  collectors,  a 
regular  weekly  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  was  main¬ 
tained. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  the  sit©  in 
London  Road. 

The  whole  of  the^material  collected  is  not  treated  as  waste, 
as  160  tons  of  paper  and  cardboard  were  separated,  baled  and 
sold  to  the  paper  and  board  mills.  Quite  apart  from  the  income 
received  from  this  source,  the  separation  of  this  quantity  of  paper 
and  cardboard  is  very  worth  while,  as  its  inclusion  in  the  refuse 
to  be  disposed  of  in  the  controlled  tip  would  create  serious  prob¬ 
lems  there. 


Abatement  of  Nuisances  and  Rodent  Control 

Nuisances 

74  nuisances  were  abated  as  a  result  of  informal  action  by 
the  Public  Health  Inspector  during  the  year.  No  statutory 
action  was  taken. 
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The  following  table  gives  details 
Refuse 
Drainage 

Poultry  and  Animals 
Dangerous  premises 
Miscellaneous 


of  the  nuisances  abated. 


9 

43 

4 

9 

16 


Rodent  Control 

The  regular  survey  of  premises  for  the  detection  of  rodent 
infestations  continued  during  the  year,  a  total  of  1017  premises 
being  visited  of  which  114  were  found  to  be  infested.  110  of 
these  infestations  wer®  treated  by  the  Council’s  operative,  the 
remainder  being  dealt  with  by  the  occupiers. 

A  number  of  business  and  commercial  premises  in  the  district 
now  employ  private  servicing  companies  to  carry  out  their  rodent 
control  work.  This  tends  to  reduce  the  number  of  premises  that 
the  Rodent  Operative  may  be  required  to  treat,  but  it  makes  re¬ 
gular  survey  more  important,  as  a  servicing  company  pays  at¬ 
tention  only  to  its  clients  premises  while  the  local  authority’s 
statutory  duty  is  to  ascertain  the  source  of  rodent  infestation  in 
the  whole  of  its  district. 

The  old  portion  of  the  sewerage  system  forms  a  reservoir  of 
infestation  in  the  centre  of  the  town  and  the  scarcity  of  manholes 
makes  rodent  control  in  the  sewers  difficult.  In  1958  a  new  anti 
coagulant  poison  was  used  in  the  sewer  manholes.  The  results  so 
far  obtained  are  better  than  those  on  previous  occasions  and  there 
is  reason  to  expect  that  a  further  permanent  reduction  in  the  rat 
population  in  the  sewers  will  be  acheived  This  should  reflect  on 
the  incidence  of  surface  infestation  in  the  centre  of  the  town 
which  experience  has  shown  are  often  related  to  the  chronic  in¬ 
festation  in  the  sewers. 


22 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 


Inspections 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4  and  6,  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

14 

3 

Factories  not  included  in  above 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

101 

40 

2 

Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ('excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises) 

- — 

- - 

— 

— 

Total 

116 

43 

2 

— 

Defects  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  HM 
Inspector 

“rred 

By  HM 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 
Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

4 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

5 

— 

— 

Housing 

Total  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 

16 

U) 

By  the  Local  Authurity 

Nil 

(2) 

By  other  Local  Authorities 

Nil 

(3) 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  ... 

16 

Housing 

Repairs  and  Rent  Acts  1954-57 

Number  of  certificates  of  disrepair  issued 

7 
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Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in¬ 

spected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  105 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ..  341 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  ser¬ 
vice  of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 

fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 

Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  12 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

Slum  Clearance  —  proceedings  under  the 

Housing  Acts 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  or  parts  sub¬ 
ject  to  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included  in 

confirmed  Clearance  Order  ...  ...  20 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  thereof  ...  ...  9 

Overcrowding 

(1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ..  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  — - 

(3)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 


end  of  the  year  ...  .  .  1 

(4)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  2 — 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  23 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Tents,  Vans 

Number  of  individual  licences  ...  ...  10 

Total  number  of  caravans  permitted  under 
above  licences  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  inspections  during  the  year  Sites  — 

Dwellings  42 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  ...  3 


Although  a  Clearance  Area  comprising  nineteen  houses  was 
represented  during  the  year  and  confirmation  was  received  from 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  respect  of 
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Clearance  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  affecting  twenty 
houses,  little  progress  was  made  in  the  actual  removal  of  unfit 
houses. 

Nine  houses,  in  an  area  compulsorily  purchased  by  the 
Couucil,  were  demolished.  This  will  enable  the  site  to  be  used 
for  the  erection  of  flats  and  small  dwellings  which  are  the  types 
of  accommodation  required  for  many  of  the  tenants  of  houses  in 
Clearance  Areas. 

Since  no  new  Council  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  the 
policy  of  offering  tenants  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  accommo¬ 
dation  in  existing  Council  houses  has  been  continued.  This  led 
to  the  ultimate  evacuation  and  demolition  of  the  nine  houses 
mentioned  above,  but  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  stop  gap  measure 
only  until  sufficient  new  houses  of  the  right  type  are  built. 

Improvement  to  houses  generally  has  been  affected  mainly 
by  the  operation  of  the  Improvement  Grant  Scheme  and  by 
informal  action  under  the  Housing  Acts.  Improvement  Schemes 
for  twenty  houses  were  approved  and  twelve  houses  were  made 
fit  as  a  result  of  informal  action  under  the  Houses  Acts.  Most  of 
the  houses  concerned  in  these  improvements  were  owner-occupied; 
this  scheme  has  made  practically  no  impact  on  rented  houses  in 
Louth. 

Under  the  Rent  Act  1957  seven  certificates  of  disrepair  were 
issued  during  the  year  making  a  total  of  twelve  since  the  Act 
came  into  operation.  The  affect  of  the  Act  in  this  district  has 
not  been  spectacular  in  any  direction.  There  was  no  flood  of 
applications  for  certificates  when  the  Act  came  into  force,  and  one 
gets  the  impression  that  those  which  were  received  were  the 
culmination  of  a  period  of  dissatisfaction  between  landlord  and 
tenant.  On  the  other  hand  there  is  practically  no  evidence  that 
the  increased  rents  which  the  Act  permits  are  being  used  to  im¬ 
prove  the  houses  concerned,  as  most  of  the  improvements  carried 
out  in  this  type  of  house  seem  to  be  done  by  owner-occupiers  who 
until  recently  were  renting  the  house  they  now  own. 


Inpection  and  Supervision  of  Food, 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955 

322  visits  of  inspection  for  the  purposes  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  1955  were  made  during  1958.  The  purpose  of  most 
of  the  visits  during  the  previous  year  was  in  connection  with 
structural  improvements  and  provision  of  equipment;  in  the 
year  under  review  the  main  concern  was  with  cleanliness  of  the 
premises  and  the  technique  employed  by  the  food  handlers. 
Twenty-two  contraventions  of  the  regulations  were  noted  which 
were  remedied  informally. 
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One  matter  worthy  of  note  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
retail  food  shops  which  have  refrigerators  for  the  display  and 

sale  of  perishable  foods.  This  applies  not  only  to  the  larger 
shops  in  the  town  centre,  but  also  to  the  smaller  general  shops 
elsewhere. 

These  refrigerators  make  a  valuable  contribution  to  food 
hygiene  in  retail  shops,  although  it  is  suggested  that  conside¬ 
rations  of  hygiene  may  not  necessarily  have  provided  the  sole 
motive  for  the  installation  of^this  equipment,  as  a  portion  of  the 
credit  must  be  given  to  the  sales  promotion  campaigns  of  the 
large  food  manufacturing  corporations. 

Refrigerated  Display  Cabinets  in  Retail  Shops 

1  Number  of  shops  with  refrigerated  display  cabinets 

used  for  meat  and  meat  products  only  ...  6 

2  Number  of  shops  with  refrigerated  displa}^  cabinets 

used  for  meat  products  and  prepacked  frozen  foods  13 

3  Number  of  shops  with  refrigerated  display  cabinets 


used  for  prepacked  frozen  foods  only  ...  8 

4  Number  of  registered  ice  cream  premises  with 

refrigerated  sales  cabinets  ...  ...  44 

Milk  supplies 

Registered  Distributors  —  Sterilised  ...  26 

Pasteurised  ...  8 


Tuberculin  Tested  2 

Sampling  —  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised  23  1 

T.T.  (Non  Pasteurised)  15  1 

Sterilised  1  — 

Biological  Examination 

For  Tubercle  2  Negative 


Ice  Cream 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  1 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  ...  44 

Sampling 

Grade  1  ...  ...  ...  12 

Grade  2  ...  ...  ...  4 

Grade  3  ...  ...  ...  — 

Grade  4  ...  ...  ...  — 
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Miscellaneous  Sampling 

In  addition  to  other  samples,  fifty-eight  specimens  of  pigs’ 
mesenteric  glands  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
examination  for  the  presence  of  food  poisoning  organisms. 


Meat  Inspection 


Details  of  Carcases  Inspected  —  1958 


Cattle 
excl  'd»ng 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
and 
Lamb  s 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1868 

269 

80 

4125 

14137 

Number  inspected 

1868 

269 

80 

4125 

14137 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

12 

39 

8 

73 

40 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

219 

35 

4 

148 

2169 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect¬ 
ed  affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

12 

27 

15 

5.3 

16 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

5 

9 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

90 

19 

2 

232 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

5 

10 

5 

1.6 

Cysticerci 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

3 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

A  comparison  of  the  figures  given  above  with  those  for  1957 
show  an  increase  of  285  cattle  including  cows,  and  7,936  pigs 
inspected,  due  to  the  development  of  the  wholesale  trade  in 
carcase  meat.  The  general  quality  of  the  animals  slaughtered  is 
high,  although  a  steady  flow  of  so  called  “  casualty  ”  animals, 
due  to  the  town’s  position  in  the  centre  of  an  agricultural  area 
makes  the  work  of  meat  inspection  very  exacting. 

The  times  of  slaughtering  which  include  late  evenings  and 
week-ends  are  the  same  as  during  the  previous  year,  and  in  the 
absence  of  legislation  controlling  times  of  slaughter,  they  are 
likely  to  remain  as  at  present. 
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Conditions  in  siadghterhouses  also  remain  substantially  the 
same  as  before.  This  is  understandable  as  the  Draft  Construction 
Regulations  which  were  circulated  during  the  year  set  a  high 
standard  of  premises,  layout  and  equipment  which  ultimately 
will  be  required  in  all  slaughterhouses  as  a  condition  of  continued 
licencing.  In  these  circumstances  little  immediate  improvement 
can  be  expected  until  the  new  regulations  and  procedure  come 
into  operation,  as  slaughterhouse  occupiers  are  naturally  un¬ 
willing  to  carry  out  piecemeal  improvements  which  may  not  fit 
in  with  any  major  scheme  which  they  may  have  to  carry  out  in 
the  future. 
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